[Immunological examination of lymphocytes in patients with sarcoidosis and bronchial asthma (author's transl)].
Blood lymphocytes of 31 patients with bronchial asthma and of 20 patients with sarcoidosis were isolated and investigated for the following surface markers: E-receptors (E-rosettes, a T cell characteristic), Fc-receptors (EA-rosette assay), C3-receptors (EAC-rosette assay), surface immunoglobulins (immuno-fluorescence technique). In addition, the reactivity against allogeneic lymphocytes was tested in mixed lymphocyte culture (MLC). MLC properties were defined by homozygous reference cells (so-called LD-typing). HLA-typing was performed simultaneously. The results, so far, indicate in both disease groups a series of remarkable alterations of the lymphatic subpopulations. A marked diminution of circulating T lymphocytes was encountered in some cases. The immunological results are discussed in relation to pathogenetic aspects of the diseases.